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Connecting to an ODBC Database from ORA

The Import Database dialog enables one to directly connect to an ODBC compliant database, issue a query to extract node and edge information, and create a new Meta-Matrix within the graphical user interface. The new  Meta-Matrix can then be visualized and analyzed within ORA.

To connect to a database, the user must have installed a JODBC driver for his database.

Then, the user selects the JODBC driver from the Database type drop-down. After entering the database name and the user name and password, click Connect.
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Next, two queries must be issued against the database, one to retrieve node information, and another to retrieve edge information.

The Node query must return result rows with the following fields:
	Field Name
	Field Type
	Description

	type
	String
	The type of node, such as "agent", "knowledge", or "task"

	id
	String
	Uniquely identifies nodes of a particular type.

	title
	String
	Optional title for the node


The edge query must produce result rows in the following format. Note that an edge is a relationship between two nodes: the source node and the target node.

	Field Name
	Field Type
	Description

	sourceType
	String
	The type of the source node for the edge, such as "agent", "knowledge", or "task".

	sourceId
	String
	Uniquely identifies the source node of type sourceType.

	targetType
	String
	The type of the target node for the edge, such as "agent", "knowledge", or "task".

	targetId
	String
	Uniquely identifies the target node of type targetType.

	Weight
	String
	Optional weight for the edge.


After both the node and edge queries are issued successfully, then the user can select "Add MetaMatrix to ORA" button to populate the ORA interface with the newly created Meta-Matrix.

This feature will be available in ORA 1.6.7
