Annual business meeting of NAACSOS, June 27, 2006

University of Notre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana

David Sallach, President, called the meeting to order at 5:22.

2005 Conference (Greg Madey)

Registration is about 75 people.  

A few attendees (plenary speakers, Greg, and a couple of grad students) were comped, so paid attendance is around 70.  (The summary sheets he had prepared showed 71; these are subject to revision upon review.)

Registration via the Web was on honor policy as to whether people were members.  We  have 11 new faculty members, 11 new government / industry members, and 17 new students (students pay $50 each instead of $100.)  So $2000 goes into membership.

For the tutorials (Mike North and Mike Prietula), we received $1305.

This means there is roughly $1000 operating profit from this conference to give to NAACSOS.  This number may change if a few more small items come in.

David noted that from last year’s minutes, the conference 2 yrs ago lost $15,000.  Kathleen Carley & CMU have been carrying that and, while they do not consider it urgent, that would like to be repaid when NAACSOS’ circumstances permit.  Meanwhile, we should carry the matter forward in the minutes so it is not forgotten.

David also noted that the PayPal account, as of last year, had not been successfully transferred. ACTION: Doug Samuelson will pursue getting this resolved and extracting the approximately $1500 we had in PayPal.

Future meetings:  Three sites have expressed interest.

Notre Dame – maybe we should have meetings at a given location two years in a row, floating, for more stability.  We are happy with this year’s arrangements.

Emory – Mike Prietula

GMU – Claudio Cioffi-Revilla (he wants his group’s new building done first.  This is expected maybe summer 2006, so GMU would be more interested in hosting in 2007 rather than 2006.)

We noted that the new World Congress in Social Simulation is planning to start meeting biennially, beginning with Kyoto next year, so we might have the international meeting in the U.S. in 2008 or 2010.

The group formally expressed thanks and appreciation to Greg Madey and Notre Dame.

Doug Samuelson moved, with Mike Prietula seconding, to hold next year’s conference at Notre Dame.  The motion carried unanimously.

Greg stated that Thursday through Saturday, June 22-24, is when the facility is available in June 2006.   Other dates open are in late July.  ACTION:  David will inform CMU of our tentative date and ask them to try to avoid conflict with the CASOS workshop.

Election

Elections of officers were held:

Presiden:  David Sallach   (by acclamation)

VP / Pres.-Elect Mike Prietula  (by acclamation)

NOTE:  Claudio Cioffi-Revilla was nominated but declined.

Secretary: Claudio Cioffi-Revilla  (by acclamation)

Treasurer:  Robert Reynolds  (by acclamation)

Program Chair:

Doug Samuelson, Mike North, and Afzal Upal volunteered.  David will follow up and make one or more appointments as he deems appropriate.

Other business

According to our contract with Kluwer, we need 100 members to start getting the journal as part of membership.  Getting the journal started would help us get members.  We discussed what to do about this.

Claudio suggested that we empanel a committee to promote membership, especially by approaching colleagues who are doing social simulation and not members of NAACSOS.   We need a concerted, high-level effort.

Example: start providing a directory (maybe it could be provided as a “public good” from the GMU Complexity Center)

David suggested that we create a generic flyer describing benefits and inviting membership, and we could take it to meetings of related societies.

Claudio also proposed considering creating institutional membership – for example, a university could get students in free.  ESSA adopted this at $300-$500 per membership.

Mike Prietula suggested that we persuade 10 faculty to pay, out of grant funds, for 3 students each, which would provide the same revenue and give us an unambiguous increase in our membership count.

Mike North proposed changing the group’s name.  After some discussion, the group took a straw vote that came out 12-5 in favor of changing the name.

ACTION:  David will follow up with Kathleen Carley regarding possible constraints against changing the name.

We should assemble and update our members’ mailing list, so we will be able to poll members on occasion.  There is a listserv; David thinks it consists of past conference attendees.

Mike North suggested that we form a standing committee on membership and an ad hoc effort to consider changing the name.

Corinne Coen moved, seconded by Doug Samuelson, to create a standing committee on membership and recruitment.  The motion carried unanimously.  David appointed Doug, Corimme, Mike North, Greg Madey and Scott Christley to the committee.

The meeting adjourned at 6:11

